


A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT, 3BOB MANCHESTER

WLIFE IS TO BLBE FORTIFIED BY MANY FRIENDSHIPS.
TO LOVE AND BE LOVED IS THE GREATEST

HAPPINESS OF EXISTENCE."

oK K K K X X K K ¥ X % X K K ¥ ¥

These words have a very special meening at this time,
Dut they alone cannot express the depth of friendship

which has been experienced these summer months.

To our Hongkong family and friends, our fraternal members
in the United States, please accept our humble appreciations
for your loving messages and prayers which have done 80 much
to give strength and courage to our household in this tinme

of crisis.

THE ROLL CALL : A quarterly magazine sponsorcd by the

British Columbia Dranch of the Hongkong Veterans Association
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Editor: John Fonseca
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ON BLOWING ONE'S HORN

With this edition, the Roll Call ent-
ers its fourth year of publication and
with each succeeding issue =should the |
warm appreciation and support continue
undiminished - will set new records
for itself as, possibly, the one and
only veterans' magazine in the country

which has not had to contend with con- ;

troversy,condemnation, conflict or co-
nflagration (had to pore through the

1980 HK PILGRIMAGE COSTS SLASHED

'Belated but nevertheless,very welc-
omed was the 1nformat10n.xecelved by
Pres. BEOb Manchester from Tour Direc=-

_tor Art Lousier, that the Federal Go-
'vernment, through the D.V.A., has re-

rleased a special grant which will see

ta further reduction to the total cost
jof land arrangements for the 1980 HK

‘Veterans lLssociation official Pilgri-
‘'mage to Hongkong and Japam which will

0ld thesaurus to gather these together):takc off in November this year.

of any kind to speak of, but, instead,
has been greeted with enthusiasm,eclat,;
eager expectation and enormous enjoy-
ment (again the thesaurus!) so much so
that given continued mental and phys-
ical well~being, we hope to see the
end of this decade reached with the
Roll Call still flourishing.

Encouraging support, both materially

and psychologically, has been absolute
and tremendous and, in this respect,

we cannot feel that we are being either:

overly gushy or indulging in blowing
our own particular horn when we offer
you, all our readers,contributors and
subscribers, our warmest thanks and
congratulations for making it possible

for us to keep publishing and enjoying

it so0 much whilst doing so. And while
we're about it - include us in also!

Qur first edition, back in the fall
of 1977, carried our hopes that we
were doing the right thing. Our third
issue provided us with cause to feel
that we were doing so, and ever simce
then, we haven't had the slightest
doubt that we ARE doing the right thi-
ng, by simply reading your letters and
realising that through the Roll Call,
0ld forgotten ties have been and are
bheing re~established with each succee-
ding copy we mail out.

Blowing ome's horn in this instance
is not enoughl! Anyone got a tuba ?

SO AGAIN,THANKS AND ROTS A RUCK !

As a result of this,; the total over-
i all cost per person for the trip ,to
Ilqclude all hotel accommodations, air
: fare, meals and local tours(except
'the side trips to Canton,China and/or
iBanbkoh Siam) is mow osulmatcd to be,
ibecause of the reduction and depend=-
.1ng on the number making the trip,
' $2,176.00 per person, RUT,there is a
‘a catch! The rcduction applies only
‘t0 HK Veterans or widows. Wives pay
‘the whole $1,678.00 plus, &ir farel
' We are not 1nformf’ as to what arra-
.ngements in respect of a possible ex-
‘tension of deadline for deposits(15
CAugust 1980 originally) is belng made
|in order to permit those undecided to
‘take advantage of the reduced fare.
It is recommended that anyone who is
'now interested in jJoining the group,
‘contact immediately Lrt Lousier,505
Stalker Bay, Winnipeg,Man. R2G 0C9,
gor phone him directly.

ETOMMY MARSH STRICKEN

iWith much concern we have Just been
!informed that Tommy Marsh suffered a
'severe and massive heart attack some-
'tlmb the week-end of fAugst 9-10. He,
}howcver, is fighting a good fight at
‘home in Kelowna., Address 1913 Lindahl
‘Street,Kelowna, B.Ce V1Y 3 Z6.

.  fnd while we're at it, also sched-
'mled to undergo surgery nid-August
‘are Stan Van Koughnett amnd your Edit-
Eor, both of B.C.
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EDITORLAL INVENTCRS' _CORNER

Just about now, some thirty four years
ago,. all of us were looking forward to
our personal 'homecoming' with high ex-
pectancy to start in on the task of re-
building lives so rudely interrupted
by four long years of enforced separa-
tiocn,

- Today , in a rapidly changing world

. where values are being dictated by need|!

greed and speed, it is felt that we sh-
ould pause for a moment to remember

those comrades and buddies who we left
behind -on some foreign shore and those

who have since left us and to give tha-|
nks for what we have,ourselves,received);

and achieved, since then.

Back then, circumstances having red-
uced -all men to one common level,the
spirit of comradechip,compassion and
understanding was a way of life and a
helping hand was always there in the
hour of need.

We are proud to say that that spirit,
thanks to the selfless and unstinted
efforts of men who, either as execut-
ives of various branches or just plain
members, both past and present, has and
is being kept alive through the Assoc-
iation. The Roll Call, in its diaper
stage when compared to these men, is
proud to have become a part of 1t all.
But prouder still to have provided the
medium through which you, our readers
and contributors, by the warmth of the
support offered, too,are keeping that
spirit alives
~ Today, with many of us having succe-
ssfully carved a niche into which they
have retired in peace and contentment,
and many others in the process of doing
s0, there remain, however, a few who
still bear the scars of those fateful
years mentally and/or physically,and
are in need of that comradeship.

In this regard, the Roll Call hopes
to help lighten their burden and seek
your help in bringing those who still
suffer in their remembering, into our
mailing list- and there are still many-
by passing on the word.

Someone wrote that those who do not
participate do not because they have
mot the heart for it. Let us help you
find that heart through the fellowship
born of those tragic days.

For without heart, there is nothing.

" and thrice armed is he, who bears
with him, his SPLASH SHIELD IV

STOP PRESS

No final confirmation is availiable at
time of going to press regarding the

B.C. Branch bi-annual Reunion,sched-

uled for Victoria this fall. Menbers

will be advised by separate notice
when arrangements are finalised.

A WORD FROM YOUR EDITOR

We regret to advise that due to a
nunber of things, mailing of this
issue of the Roll Call could be del=~
ayed until early September.

The cause for this possibility is
due to circumstances beyond our con-
trol - to be specific, how rapidly
your Editor is able to recover fron
the surgery which will take place
during a period vital to preparation
of the Roll Call for normal publicat-
ion, the fourth week in August.

So please bear with us and keep yuur
fingers crossed in the hope that we
will not spoil the record.

Knock! Knock! Who's there ?
Euripedes! Buripedes! Who?
Furipedes pants and I'll have to
wear my fundishi to churchil
(Sheer unadulterated corm, Ed.)
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OUR PADRE'S DIARY Rev. U. Laite,M.C.
(continued)

Dec:16th. At "B" H.Q.-Major Hook.Visit-
ed men at different stations as well as
R.Ceh.M.Cs at Pokfullanm.

Dec:18th. In afternoon sent to see Lt
(Rusty) Young and men at Aberdeen and
had dinner with them after which left
for Little Hongkong to visit "A" H.Q. =
Major Gresham, Shortly after arrival
Brigade H.Q. telephoned for C.0. to be
ready to move. The orddr was cancelled
later, but within two hours another
order came through to say the enecmy at
Jardine Lookout. Within a few minutes
Maj.Gresham and his H.Q. Staff were on
the march. I went with them and expect-
ed to see action with them. After an
hour or so, while resting by side of
road near Wong Nei Chong Gap, and wait-
ing for other Co: platoons to contact
him, he met a runner Kutot(Kohut ?)
from D. Coy; and advised me to go wikh
him and remain at D. Co: H.Q. for the
rest of the night. We certainly walked
into what, later in the mcrning, and
for four days became a veritable death
trap.

Capt. Bowman and his Co: went into
action shortly after my arrival,and
during early forcnoon, Capt.Bowman was
killed and his 2 I/C - Lt.R.W.Philip
and Capt. Bush, seriously wounded. I
took charge of any woundedbrought in
.and applied f{ield dressings to them.
Later in the day it was learned that
our Brigadier had been killed near his
H.§.,Just across the way from our H.Q.
That night we moved our wounded from
H.Q. shelter to the kitchen,hoping to
he rescued but spent until the fourth
day there in a veritable Hell fire.
Bombs, snipers,hand grenades,trench mo-
rtars and shells were played on our
section, and on Monday the 22nd, our
men were out of ammunition and forced
to surrender. At that time we Had more
than thirty wounded men in our shelter
including Col: Reg Walker of the H.K.
Volunteers,Lt. Philip, Lt. Blackwood.
During the four days the few men left
displayed marvellous skill,courage and
daring.

Monday,Dec.22nd, at 7:30-8, we surr-
endered. The enemy officers, with int-
erpreter, came and took me up for ques-
tioning, and later had me go to Brigade

H.Q. and other places to find nen,
ammunition and other supplies. They
gave me water for my wounded,and lat-
er allowed me to take six tins of
milk to them as well. They left me
with the five serious cases for about
two hours and then led me to their
H.Q. where they fed me biscuits,meat
(bully) and water, and later sent an
N.C.0. and three riflemen with me
through their lines. This experience
was nmore harrowing than the four days
and nights with our men ander fire.
At such times we forget wounds or de-
ath in the thought of serving others,
and in that service a2 new comradeship
was horn. .

NOTE~ Found body of Brigadier Lawson,
and was permitted to removehis arm
bande. (There is a sequel and a story
in itself,to be told later. ED)

Late that day I reached the Naval
First Ald Station at the Grand Stand,
Race Track, after being taken in by a
Chinese resident and fed biscuits and
milk. At the Station Dr. Selwyn Clark
tke D.M.H. took me in a Red Cross car
to Queen Mary Hospital, amnd ordered
me to bed, and guiet, for three days.
I was there for Twenty-nine days when
with forty~seven other patients from
different units,l was sent to Shan-
shuipo Military Prison Camp. After
two days all Canadians in this camp
were taken tc¢ North Point Camp on Jan
22nd.

Jan:25th,1942, Sunday. Our first ser-
vice in a prison camp. Capt. Barnett
of R.R. of C. took Communion Service
at 8:15 a.m. when fifty of us attend-
ed, including Naval -which came to
camp yesterday - and Military. At
11 :00-11:20we had a brief service in
the sguare attended by Military and

.Naval -about 1200 attended. I took

charge of service, and Barnett was to
preach but rain came on and we omitt-
ed it. Onc¢ comment later was that we
had a Baptist service, conducted by

a U.C. and shared by a C. of E. The
Naval padre is in camp and we shall
co-operate in future. A band has al-
ready becn assured us, and while we
lost service books etc.,we can type
hymns for future use.

{to be continued next issue)
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. ETTERS TO THE

EDITOR

Dear John: Please be advised that I am
the "Dave Adams " mentioned in your
book (Roll Call -Summer 198Q0-Camp 3-D
Roster-Page 7) and my initials are
"ILM." not "D,H."., Corp.Adams,"D.M."

Vancouver,B.C. David M.

So Sorry,Dave. I tuought it had to be
you.That's why I added the correct in-
itials in brackets. Them Nips could
never spell right anyhow!.

. ey e e e i S A M e S

Adams

Dear John: I'm not sure if I cwe any
monies for 1980, but enclose cheque to
cover Roll Call and the rest for the
Kitty and by the way, the Roll Call
have been coming in pairs!

Al so enclosed are five pictures,three
diehard individuals who I have not fo-
rgotten but their names have failed my
weak mind. Perhaps you can find the
owners. The only thing I want back
from this package is the one picture
of the group of Grenadiers.

- Back home from Arigzona. Had a good
winter. Had visits from Ray Sellars
and Art Lousier. For now take care.

Beausejour, Man. Dick Wilson

Dick, Sure appreciate your generosity
and interest. By mow you should have
received the two pictures of the group
of Grenadiers at Sendal together with
a long delayed return of your album-
for which many,many sorries! Trouble
with you=-all wot winter in the South
is that you're listed on our mailing
list as well as on Lionel's -who 1s
responsible for mailing to the U.S.of
A. Keep the extra copy or pass it om.,
Many thanks, keep well and in touch.

. S o A S

Dear John: Enclosed find a small don=-
ation to keep the Roll Call rolling
along »

I think there are a few names missing
from 3-D Camp list and mine is one. I
haven't seen C.C.Fines either or maybe
I missed a copy. Hope not, it sure br-
ings back some good and some bad mem-
ories. Mostly bad I guess.Let's hope
1980 will be a good year for all of us
and keep up the good work.

Vancouver ,B.C. W.hA.Rodgers.
Bill: Please be patient.There are 300
more names from %-D to come. Thanks.

Dear John: A small note to thamnk you
for your letter of May 2nd, which I
picked up an hour ago from our box.

I trust this newsletter will reach
;you in time for your publication. Oth-
ers will receive one next week. Some-
times I think the mail could be del~-
ivered faster by hand. Best regards.

Scarboro,Ontario Wally Grey.

Wally: As you must have noted,we made
it 0.K. and will keep on making 1t if
you keep sending them in by 10th of
every second month of each guarter.
Tharks very much.for your unfailing
co-operation. John

Dear John: Well, I Jjust received my
Roll Call and am sure glad to receive
it, as I sure look forward to it.You
sure do a good job Joan and it is mnice
to hear where a lot of my pals are.
Keep it up.

I don't know but I think I am not up
to date with me payment, So am sending
you this cheque. Would sure miss the
Roll Call if I didn't receive it.

Winnipeg, Man. R.D.(Scotty) Adams.

Scotty: Wothing pleasesme nmore than
when you write " my Roll Call",because
that is what the R.C. is all about.It
belongs to all Hongkong Veterans and
the sooner all our readers feel the
same as you, the sooner we'll have it
nade - all together, John

o . e A e M S W e e

Dear Jochn: Just a note to let you know
we have moved again. We are now at the
above address.

Just got back from amonth's trip on
the Greyhound Bus Lines. We enjoyed
their goodwill price cut. Had a good
visit with our son.

211 the hest to you and your charming
wifec. Enclosed is a small donatiomn for
the Roll Call, which we both enjoy.

Clearbrook, B.C. Joyce Brown

Joyce dear: Must have been quite atrip
but a rewarding one. S0 happy you had
an enjoyable visit with your som. We
are not so lucky. Our son visits US
twice a week,bringing his laundry for
Flsa and scrounging supper at the sa-
me time. QOh! If he could only cock!!
Say Hello to Murray and God Bless!
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MORE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Johnny: I've been trying to get
around this since March,but invariably
something interferes-like grass mowing,
wood cutting, painting,resting-it scems
there is always something.

Anyway, one purpose of this letter is
enclosing this other picce of paper.We
know the costs of paper,ink, stamps
and other goodies for the Roll Call
are among the necessities of 1life whi-
ch somehow or other must be paid if
one's life is to be the best possitle
and we want that for ourselves,of cour-
se.We hope the enclosed will sustain
us and maybe help some other way as
well,

Audrey and I are really sorry we cou-
ldn't get to the last HKVA get-together
We'!'ve found some of the best people in
the world gather at those affairs. In
between our visits, of course, the Roll
Call keeps us informed about the activ-
ities of the bhrothers to our north.

We hope to see you again shortly.Unt-
1l then, keep well,have fun,stay heal-
thy and be careful. Regards.

Gig Harbor,Wash. Jack 'n Audrey Brady

After which I needs must wax poetic,

and say that the above is the steel th-
at reinforcesg the concrete binding you
211 south of the Dborder with us-all up
here. That was sue one great "do" down
in Bellevue way. You did us real proud.

v AAs S e P g AN EE N e e e

Dear John: Before I forget(I tend to
forget), here is something to keep the
Roll Call coming in. I night add that
except for the odd bout of malaria,the
after effects of dysentery, odd twing-
es of beri-beri,mild attacks of pell-
egra and other odd aches and pains,I
feel 0.K. Greetings to all.

North Vancouver,B.C. Ev Lawrence

ind when we add the increase in mort-
gpage rates,higher prices on beer,gas
and whatever, you,Ev, like all other
HK Vets, are sure one tough 'thombrel®
end let's keep it that way. Thanks.

THE ROLL CALL
Editor: John Fonseca,796 Adiron Avenue

Coquitlam, B,C. V3J 4K2 and c/o Liomel
Speller,3628 Saasnich Rd.,Victoria,B.C.

V8X 1X3.

Dear John: Please accept my- thanks

for your letter April 14th.Regrettab-
ly, due to temporary misfortune, I
will not te attending the Las Vegas
AMexPOW National Convention, and the
Winnipeg time-table is in doubt -more
on this later.

The Roll Call is gerving our cause
extremely well-please quote me.

We are aware that President Bot's
wife,Edna, will be undergoing surgery
soon; our very test and optimistic h
hopes ride with this letter. We are
pleased others are recovering,Lionel,
Bill and Elsa.

With kindest regards,and promise to
forward material you may wish to use,
sincerely.

Lioyd Doull
President
Nat'l Council

Drummondvillie,
Quebec.

As greatly relieved,as was concerned,
to hear you'wve recovered Ifrom your
recent indisposition. Take it easy,
for we're no longer young cockerels.
Qur Edna,whc underwent open heart
surgery 26th June, took her first
walk July 3%. Isn't that great? John

- —— 8 R b

Dear John: I sure enjoy rezding the
Roll C#ll. It brings back many memo-
ries as I go through the names of old
buddies that I have not seen or heard
of since the end of the war, and I am
surc each and every one of us will be
looking forward to every volume with
Padre Laite's diary in it. It's sure
great that you were akle to come up
with that.

There is a chap who works in the off-
ice who has been quite interested in
Padre Laite as he and his wife were
married by him in Vancouver before we
were sent to Hongkong.I let him read
each volume when I receive it and he
thorpughly enjoys it. Very sorry to
hear our First Lady,Edna Manchester,
was on the sick list and sincerely
hope everything turns out for the best

Keep up the good work and enclosed
a small donation to help keep the
Roll Call rolling.

Courtenay,B.C.

Your continued support sure helps.We
missed you at our last reunion.John

Reg Smith
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WELL, SOMEBODY'S GOT TO SAY IT .... PESINITIONS

Some time back, we predicted that
1980 would be a year promising excit-
ing possibilities. Now, in early Aug-
ust, we find a small measure of pride.
in the fact that,so far, we've been
right.

Commencing with that farce of an el-
ection,which saw a new government vot-
ed into power beéfore half our provinc-
ial voters had cast their ballots, we
had, following shortly after; that
"Referendum" which only succeeded in

dividing, angering and confusging an
already confused political scene; we
saw an explosion, caused by a single
man's decision, in interest rates and

incredible prices offered for gold and

silver in the market place.

Speaking of explosions, Mt St Helens
in Washington, blew its top on 18 May
1980, with such a terrific bang that
i1t was heard here in Coquitlam, some
250 miles away and since then, gives
no indication that it is all over, but
with recurring eruptions in July,the
possihility of Mt. Baker,right at our
back door doing the same,threatens.

To the above, add minor earth tremo-
rs all along the Andreas Fault from
Mexico to Alaska - and we lie pretty
close, if not actually om it! - which
serve to nag us with a possible major
garthquake occurring; a merry free-for
all betwzen our premiers and the Prime
Minister whilst we sit and watch Cana-
da edge closer to the brink; the dev-

astating drought accompanied by immen- '
se forest fires in the Prairies; a cold

and wet June out here on the Coast to
presage a really bad winter(in mid-July
the garden’s already strewn with dead
leaves!) and now when summer finally
arrives, the beer supply dries up!

To cap it all,price of oil's gone up
two bucks a barrel, of food 12% from
the last quarter and in mid-August,l
will be in dock undergeing surgery!

And with five months gtill to cone,
you ask me: Am I concerned ? Well, my
Friends, concerned I am mot} Only mad
and plain scared to hell !! However,

in reality,things are not really that
bad. The above is a result of having
of creamed artichoke,raw squid and mus-
hroom, washed down with a glass of Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, last night.
THE FOX
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DONATIONS GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED

The following is a list of donations
received by your Editor, which tog-

ther with subscriptions for 1980(not
incliuded on the list), during period

! May 8, 1980 through August 8,1980,

which we acknowledge with deepest
thanks and appreciation. We feel we
must point out that they are umsoli-
cited and purely voluntary and are,
therefore, much,much more gratifying

R.C. (Dick) Wilson
Jack Brady (Wash. USA)
Miss Barbara Jones
Everest Lawrence '
Jack Rose

Harcld Halsail

John Matheson

Mrs. Martha Adams
Robert (Flash) Clayton
Glenford Mann

Cecil Currie

AMbert Rheault

The above are sepearate from donat-
lons sent to Secretary Lionel Speller
together with dues, and will be 1lis-
ted when we receive same from him.

<.
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HITHER AND YON WITH FONZ |

f
Glenford Mann phoned 21l the way from j
 Cobourg, Ontario, to deny that he spent;
anytime watching the lovelieg on Main |
Street in neighbouring Port Hope.He did,
though admit that the thought was there
but the lens of his telescope kept get-
ting fogged over! fnyway, Glen,your ca-
11 sure came as a welcomed and pleasant
surprise especially since it brought on
a lot of cheer to an otherwise dismal,
damp and dreary June day out thisaway.

Re the unidentified trio in the photo

of the Grenadiers at Sendai 2 (Roll Ca-
11, Summer 1980, Page 17) 8id Vale wri-!:
tes from Edmonton: !

" Who could fail to recognise Lionel |
(Speller) in the photopage? The "dis" |
and the other "dat" I'm afraid I don't
recognise.

In the Grenadier photo * Jack Chat-
well(Ontario Branch) is standing betw-
een Bradbury and Rix, and Fred Poitras
is seated between Temple and Haskayne.
Mthough the face is certainly familiar)
I can't recall tho name of the man bes-|
ide Jack Davies. Those tough Grenadiers
As far as I can recall, there are only
five of that group who are not still
with us todayi"

Thanks and good show, Sid. Re theYdis"
and "dat", we realise it is difficult
to recognise those ferocious looking
boys, but anyone with a bellyful of
bezns and barley, and a black hole for
a benjo, would look and feel fiercel! l

e i e S W P e S e

We were very happy to receive a letter
reassuring us of the safc return home,
following a forced evacuation from the
forest fires raging around Ontario's

Kenora-Red Lakc area, of the Rheaults,
£, Pat and son Bob. See Page. 9 for the
letter.

As for Ted Dunderdale, also in danger
of being evacuated because of forest
fires in Gimli, Manitoba, we trust he
is also 0.K. , and hopc that he, when
he reads this, or somcbody over there, !
write in to set our minds at case. !

The policewonan,one of a railding party
said:" When I searched defendant,she
had 3000 one-pound notes hidden in her
bra." Defence counsel told court thatit

was part of his client's treasure che~;
st which she had been building up! !

Mel and Melva Keyworth, after years
there, moved out of Powell River(our
Sunshine Coast) end of June to settle
out Abbotsford way in the Fraser Val=
ley. Haeppy retirement to both of you
and, hopefully, we'll be seeing more
of you.

And speaking of moving, we have this
time another good companion and old
comrade, Lou Specht, from Winnipeg,
Manitoba, settling in B.C. They've
decided for the Okanagan, specifical-
ly, Kelowna. Last we heard they were
pretty close to the Cliff Newcombs -~
in fact the same apartment complex.
From all of us, welcome to the land

. of high mountains,clear streans and
God's green acrese. .

e it S W . S S

A11 Hongkong Veterans and friemds of
the Manchesters, will be happy to
learn that Edna cane through open-he-
art surgery with flying colours.The
rmassive operation to relieve not one,
but three hlockages, was successful
enoughtto permit our First Lady to
take a short walk three days after
the operation.

In the same vein, also recovering

' nicely but slowly, is our friend

Gerry McKnight. He entered Shaughnes-
sey Hospital on 12 July for possible
surgery on an artery blockage in his

! neck which was causing some effect on
i his right eyec. -

We are happy to report that Gerry's
back home and taking things easy and
that the operation was successful and
hets ADK. :

EX XIS LTI E S E L E LS S

{ Funny thing happened toc me down at the
| washington State AMEXTOW Convention

in Bellevue last May. One of the door
prizes was a beautiful driftwood clock
handfinished by our friend, Joe Gall~
oway, and when purchasing the raffle
tickets, I stated that it wae what I
was going to bring back to Camada with
He.

Two nights later, at the¢ banquet, a
pretty young miss put her hand into
the box and, you guessed it, drew out
the stub with my name on it. I leave
it to you guys what believe in mental
telepathy, ESP, astrology or whatever,
to explain it. ALl I know is that it
adds a touch of class to our dining
room wall.
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AND MORE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Johm: Just a short letter to inf=-
orm you that my Roll Call arrived in
the afternoon mail, and was, waiting
for me when I got home from work last
night. I read it as soon as I got in-
then kissed my wife! As usual, I enj-
oyed it = the Roll Call I mea.

The Padre's diary should make for so-
me interesting reading, in its contin=-
uation, and help some of us to recall
dates and events that our ageing mem-
ories have forced us to forget.

Keep up your good work with the "“Let-
ters to the Editor". Among many others
I feel it is one of the better featur-
es of the magazine. I have spotted na-
mes of writers many times I have thou-
ght about often, and wondered just wh-
ere they are, and if in fact they are
still with us. Hank Mayberry in the
last issue is an example, I haven't
heard a word about him for years.

Must run John, just wanted you to kn-
ow that I received my Roll Call s0 you
wouldn't spend postage sending another
as I know you would if you thought I
didn't have one. Kindest regards.

Edmonton, Alta. sid Vale

8id: Happy you got it. Damn mail was
awful slow this time. Yours and all
others were posted 28 May =-over two
weeks heforel Also next time lkiss your
wife first. Cam't have the R.C. become
the third angle of a domestic triangle
See Hither and yom for your identific-
ation of missing Grenadiers. John.
Dear John: Enclosed please find my
cheque for two or three years subscr-
iptiomsand the balance as you see fit.

I enjoy the Roll Call very much and
hope that it and you and yours contin-
ue to roll along in good health.
Sincerely.

Winnipeg, Man. John C. Mathesgon

John: Thanks for your kind thought and
consideration. S0 glad you like the
Roll Call. I note that you!re in the
same building complex as Mrs. Martha
Adams and not far from Harry Cameron.
If you should by chance run into eith-
er of them, please convey nmy greetin-
gs and regards.

In the meanwhile, keep hearty,happy
and healthy. John

Dear John: As I said on the telephone
I would send my subs, also Mr. Forr-
est Dreger's for this year and a litt-
le bit extra, for all the enjoyment

of reading the Roll (Call. Sure is nice
to see all the guys names and to read
the letters from them all in your
magazine.,

I am one of those who were on the
USS Ozark. I was in Camp #3 Niigata,
Shintetsu gang and I guess the men
will remember when we got the bulk Red
Cross supplies how we traded off the
shaving crcam to the gals for beauty
cream. They would come to work in the
morning all lathered up with shaving
cream. They gave us roasted beans in
return for it, and how we used the
tooth powder on our rice!

May I say keep up the good work.I'm
sure a1l Hongkong Vets enjoy your news
as I do. I expect to get out your way
this fall and I hope to stop by and
have a little visit with you.

Cobourg, Ontario Glenford Manm

Glen: Your 'bit extra' floored me. It
is much too generOus but many thanks.
Re the shaving cream for beans trade,
that was enterprising; but how could
you fool those poor Nip gals? Will be
looking forward to your coming out
thisaways. I'm in the phone book so be
sure you call. Meanwhile, take 1t easy

S G W S e e S

Hi John: Hope these few lines find
you and yours well. Enjoy the Roll
Call very much as every once in a wh-
ile a name pops up, like Frank Petch.
Also meeting again with Ed Toews,the
Jenking and others in Winnipeg. Just
great. Keep up the good work and acc-
ept my donation.

Our thoughts are with your Edna and
we know all will turn out well.

Flash and Jessie

Brechin, Ontario
Clayton.

Bob: It sure was one nice'happening!
for me meeting you and Jessie and all
the guys and gals in Winnipeg, and I
trust it will occur again and s00n.
The 'G' was the result of too many
comics. I immediately connected the
tFlash' with 'Gordon'. SO sorry.It
will he remedied right away. For now,
our hestest and God Blessl! John




VOL: 4:5 THE ROLL CALL

AUTUMN 1980 Page 9

AND YET MORE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear John: Had been waiting on the
Roll Call which arrived yesterday.Ahlb-
ert is always nost intercsted in rec-
eiving it. Yours truly read every word
of it also. Thanks for the write up on
the Rheaults., ; '

Yea, we just got home and we had to
evacuate. The fires were very bad all
around us and on Sunday, visibility
was nil for the smoke. Lbout 10.30 p.m
a Ministry of Natural Resources worker
came to our door, At this time he took
down all our names and told us we were
to he on the alert to evacuate. Told:
us to pack what we wanted to take and
they would let us know if we had to
leave. I don't think anyone can descr-
ibe in words the sick feeling we all
had when we knew we were about to per-
haps lose everything, house, canp ,ov=
erything!

What does one pack at a time like
this,when you have been married thirty
three years? A favourite picture,crys-
tal, China, silver? I took our weddIng
picture off the wall,our phot albums
and our Family Bible,plus clothes for
Albert, I and our son ,Robert, who is
gseventeen. After we did this chore,we
had showers and went to bed. One would
think there would be no sleep but str-
angely enough, we slept well. Was awa=-
kened at 5:45 a.n., Monday morning by
the RCMP and a Natural Resources man

and told to leave immediately. The fire

was headed cur way. They were afraid
we would be bhurned out.

We were all to register at the Rec
Centre in Kenora and then go west to
Winnipeg or stay with friends or rel=
atives in Kenora for the fire had cr-
ossed the higway east and it was clo-
sed. We have a daughter who lives near
Minaki,whichis northwest of Kenora and
we went there., Kenora was also on the
evacuation alert. Schools were closed,
families were asked to keep everyone
at home and close together and listen
to the radio station. This we did,on
pins and needles and then, the wind
changed and saved our little town.They
allowed us to return home Thursday

evening. The police were all over mak=-

ing sure there were no looters lurking
around.¥e were indeed all very thank-
(continued top next column)

i ful and pleased to return to our hum-
i ble abodes.,

I an enclosing the pictures and as
yocu will see, I am not a photographer,
but they are a real treasure to us.

We had such a lovely meeting in Van-
couver. It was too bad we didn't see
jor meet Elsa. Perhaps next time. We

. ar¢ planning to go on the Pilgrimage
to Hongkong in November,are you going?
Enclosed please find a small donation
to the Roll Call, Sincerely

Redditt,Ontario (Mrs) Pat Rheault.
Pat dear: Relief that youre all safe
and sound matched the pleasure in get-
iting the photos. Yes! You're no photo-
grapher but you're terrific! John

Dear John: Your letter came just as I
was getting ready to take off on a
vacation down through the U.S. picking
up Viola and her youngest sister who
were visiting an older sister in New
Hampshire,hence delay in replying.

Regarding Lloyd,to the best of ny
knowledge, he is not well, although
I have a letter that arrived when I
twas away, and I guote:" Still not up
to par, having a hard time, but shou-
ldstart to go uphill soom. Received
‘many cards and letters which must be
lanswered." I am concerned however.
jLet's hope he will pull out of this
one. : -

Your point re the Roll Call is well
taken and I shall do all possible to
get more former members of the Royal
Rifles interested.

That's about it, old friemd.Viocla
joins me in sending best wishes to
evervone in your household and to all
members of the B.C. Branch. Trust my
01ld sidekick, Lionel, continues to
inprove. Take care, now.

St.Lambert, Quebec Ken Gaudin

Your help in trying to get the Roll
Call more firmly established in your
area surely appreciated and hope that
it will not inconvenience you. Thanks
for your support,alsc news re Lioyd,
We share your concern. Lionel is as
well as ever, W}ill be sending you a
few extra copies of this issue and
finally, trust your vacation was a
rewarding and enjoyable one. John
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THE SHUNSHUIPO STORY {(Part 1v)

As stated at the end of the lost inst-
alment, we were going
the interePt
et a bit to

tell it as it was.

The first few months at Juhbilee Builw

dings were spent in trying to scratch
out an existence on much less than the
bare necessities. It was during this

period that a new breed of POW was born:
There were the

they were "the Tradersh.
Gray Brothers, Charlie and Frank, who
through conn“Culons on the outside,-
were able to get food and cigaretties
into camp through the
in all probability, well oiled palns s)
of Japanese gentrics
an eXtremely lucrative business excha=-
nging much needed goocds for cheques,
I0Us or cash of various currencies. In
a much lesscr scale, there was the
South African - a Boer - who was known
as Trader Horn, and he, succceded in

too fast, and in
of accuracy(?) we retra- |

good offices(and

Eﬁomehow acguired a kattered old gpuite-
ar and purchased it off him for the
grand sum of 21 cigarettes. This turn-
ced out to ke the test buy I ever made.
, Apart from the depleted Middlesex

i Band, this appeared to ke the only
;ingtrument in the camp at that time.

i A few of us would sit on the parade
ground of an evening and strum and

hum for the heck of it, and pretty
soon there'd be twenty around us,then
fifty, then a hundred and then s0 nany
fyou couldn't see the fence for the
crowd around. Requests cane from all
lover the place and all one had to do

ané launched intolwas to give off with the first chord

iend the crowd then took it from there,
i Perennial favourites were: South of
:tbe Border, the Lights of Hone, Long
Long Trail A-winding, Loch Lomond,
lPacl{ up your Troukles and so on and
ione £ voice from out of the dark asks

establishing himself as a ninor version: for " You're the Only Star in my Dlue

of 'King Rat'. Never got to know his
real named

Then came the o0dd individuals who had iz

the advantage over the rest in knowing
Japanesei fmongst these were George

Lemay, Alfred(?) Rance and Mike Mendon-;throats aching

ca. Muc pretty soon they were selected

:Heaven " and immediately after, sone-
cone would call for "My Blue Heaven.
Bye Bye Blackbird, Waltzin' Matilda
.&nd Springtime in the Rockies would
.roar out from a thousand and mecre

to let offsteam. find
here and therc a voicec would crack a

14-

by the Japanese to act as interpreters.: tbit as "Home Swect Howe' was played.

They were pretty good at it and we all
liked to think thatthey were instrume

ental in convincing some of the guards,

more sadistic than others, to go easi-
er on us.

Don't know what happened to Lemay.but
Rance went with a draft to Japan(3-D?)
and Mendonca, the story goes, souehow
earned the ire of the Japanese and oue
day was reported nissing and was never
seen again.

Then, of course,
I do not believe there was any POW in
Shumshuipo who had the words to descr-

ibe the shame and disgust of telng even

remotely connected with this DBritish
Army Officer of rank. No one ever bot-
hered to ask why he acted the way he
did. It was sufficient to watch with
anger and contempt his towing and scr-
aping to every Jap in his vicinity,and
this contempt rubbed off on to anyone
attached to his office - which may bLe’
unfair, but true nevertheless

But there were also lighter uldes t0o
life in Shumshuipo. Met a Tommy who'd

there was liajor Boon.

LTt was tremendous, terrific and sad
‘all rolled into one.

There was ailso bridge,casino and gin
.rummy; scrounging for odas and ends
which,with imagination and initiative,
‘could be converted into something us-
‘eful, and if that wasu't enough,there
iwas always the topic of food to disce
tuss and pass the time of day with.

i I think it was sometime in Jume that
iwe moved out of Jubilee to the huts
‘and rcceived our baptism of the bed-
jtugs. The huts were windowloss shells
iof what once held 30 men with each
jhis own bed,and now 70 on a wmat cov-
ered platforn, dubbed "tatamiV.Never
could discover where the lumber for
the 'tatamis' cane from, but they were
tho bLreeding ground of all the bed-b-
ugs in China. Not only were they nig-
ht prowlers, but adding insult to inj-
ury, they were as hungry as we, with
the difference that we were the prey.
Turn off the light, coumnt to ten and
switch on again amd you had a 'red
tide! comin'at you! Remember, cang?
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THIS ONE REALLY STINKS

We were deeply disturbed to note one
little item in the B.C. Branch News
published elsewhere in this issue,which
reads: "We regret the 3.C. HE boys were

not invited to the Canadian Hospitality;

Room (in Las Vegas)."

Under the assumption that the H.K.
Veterans Association of Canada was rep-
resented by someone, because President
Lloyd Doull's illness prevented him
from going, we feel forced to ask that
delegate why wasn't the contingent from
B.C. - three couples - advised that
there was a Canadian Hospitality Room
- and we are informed that there was
one - at the AMEXPOW National Convent-
ion in Las Vegas, last July?%

We find the word "invited" sticking
to our craw and feel that nc invitation
should ever be necessary for any Hong-
Kong Veteran to enjoy freedom of access
to any Canadian Hospitality Room,if
there is one, where there is a National
Council member officially representing
the Association in charge, wherever it
may be held at.

LEST WE FORGET

¢ It is with deepest and profound reg-
ret that we report the passing of
the following friends and comrades.
We offer our sincerest condolences

J
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We also feel constrained to point out,

as it appears to be a question of sheer |

ignorance in this instance, that the
function and responsibility of a repr-
esentative of our Association does not

stop dead at the glory of adding a tit- :

le to one's name, but includes the duty
to ensure that all visiting HK Vets are
fully informed and adviged as to what
amenities are available to themn.

If our information 1s correct, and we

have no reason to doubt that it isIll,wq

not only seek,but expect, an official
explanation of what must be considersd
a blatant disregard, amounting to a
gross dereliction of duty by that rep-
resentative, towards maintaining the
spirit of our Associationy which is to
be sent to all Rranches, and to the
B.C. Branch, an apology for the omiss=
ion added.

Don't blame us. We're not trying to
rock the boat, but the offence,espec~
ially in the midst of strangers, is
much too serious to be permitted to go
past without us giving that dunghill.
he so0 idiotically built all by himself,
a little stirring so that he will know
how 1t stinks{ What price egoism?

You sure blew it! Johnny Stroudi

JOHN FONSECA

i
i
{
i

At the going
jthe morning,

to their families

and friends.

BENNETT, RON MANITOBA
CARUSO, DOMINIC s M
DAME, RICHARD U.S.A.
FRENETTE, JOE QUEBEC
GEDDES, KEITH ALBERTA
GRIMSHAW, GEORGE QUEBEC
JOHNSTON, CLIFFORD  MANITOBA
JOSEPH, ALEXANDRE QUEBEC
MACK, FREDERICK B.C.
MILLER, JOHN W. MANITOBA
NIXON, JOHN QUEBEC
SMITH, FRANK MANITORA
SOUTHGATE, MARCUS ONTARIO
TREMBETH, BERT MANITOBA
WOODRICH, RUSSELL U.S.4.

down of the sun, and in
we will remember thenm.

CAMP 3-D ROSTER (japanese listing)
The following,from both Reginents,

are names listed under Group 5 at 3-D

Camp: p R,C.
Adams,R.L.

i Dewey, R.A.

Mason, F.C.
St. John, R.E.
Tennier, J.A.

. LaPointe, A.D.

{

i
|
|
|
!

|
!

Roberts, 4.G.
Green,W.S.
Cyr, 4.

i Coleman,R.

Lott, R.C.
Doody, 1.
Keays, A.C.
Durrant, F.W.
Lavoie,J«J.
Irvine, J.N.
Englehart ,d.1l.

i Baker,Gu.WoB.

Lockhart,L.C.
Blanchard, A.
Harrison,G.M.
McKee,C.E.
Nolan,E.R.
Simpson,P.
Haley,D.

Trembeth, R.H.
Milloy, J.
Creedon, H.E.
DaViS, HeTo
Duplaga,S.
Eggie,E.D.
Fageg,S.
Fisher, C.E.
Garde,F.G.
Gcoch, A.H.
Goodey, J.S.
Houston,Jd.S5.4.
LaJeumesse, R.
Malbeuf, E.P.
Matthews, A.S.
Neirn, A.P.
Noel, M.D.
Olsen, S.G.C.
Soroka, M,
Philisault, H.J.
Wagner, A.
Wallace, D.
Wheatcroft, G.W.
Cox, A.d.
McGavin, J.R.

' From here until Group 9, will be
} listed mostly, if not only, W.G.

b
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NOW IT CAN BE TOLD

From Tom Mulvaney, who dropped in to
viglt, comes this: Seems like Tom was
over at Wanchai Gap together with Big
Paul Ampi, when the Japs zeroed in on
their listening post.

The way he tells it, there was all
kinds of Made in Japan scrap metal fly-
ing through the air in his vicinity
and the way it followed him around as
he kept changing position, it appeared
that they kind of didan't like him!

In any case, one big shell, screamin
Obscenities in Japanese, landed not
far uphill from the foxhole where he'!
taken refuge and 2ll of a sudden ever-
ything went black. His last thought was
that he'd finally bought it and that
that was it!

But it wasn't going to be that easy,
and he recovered consciousness to find
a worried and concerned Big Ampi trying
to revive him by waving a pannikin of
rum under his nose. Upon Tom's declari=-,
ng that a Japancse mortar shell had
finally got him, a sheepish fumpi said:
"That was no shell. That was the rock
I threw to let you know that 1 was get-:
ting the hell outta hereih

Tom remembers that as he took off at
high speed downhill, he passed a statuej
of a man running. In reality, it was
Pig fmpli also going all out!

Tom concluded with: " That was no
ruddy rock he threw! It was a bl....¥
BOULDER?

e -

g
d

1

Avout mid-July I felt that a physical
was called for and after the usual
exanination ny doctor recomnmended an
exploratory X-rays merely as a precau-
tionary measurc.

Many of you will know what the prep-
arations entail, but for the uninitia-
ted, the would-bec X-Rayee takes 2 ozs
(four TABLESPOONS) of Castor 0il at
4 p.me the evening before and then
insult is added to injury by the posi-
tioning of a suppository in a location
selected to cause the most discomfort,
whilst no food, solid or liquid is pe-
rmitted for the 16 hours prior to the
X-raying.

Now, as one of them what 'live to eat'
and not 'eat to live'(there is a big
difference here) this was bad enough,
but what occurred when the castor oil

(continued next colunn)

1

took effect was absolutely incredible!l

Everybody supports Terry Fox and
his magnificent "Run for Cancer" att-
empt, a feat for which he will undou-
btedly collect much more than the
million dollar goal set.

Well, I had my own Mthing" going.Il
"Ran for(the) John"! But instead of
Ccollecting, I PAID! and Oh{ how I
paid! Never would have believed I was
that full of it]l

Further to the above, we learn that
ny good friend, Dill, whilst commis-
erating and attempting to lend moral
support to your Editor, found himself
in the same¢ predicament of having to
have X~Rays taken a couple of days
prior tc yours truly's aduittance to
hospital.

The difference in this instance, was

‘ that he, after having been briefed on

the consequences and effects of a su=
dden injection of Castor Cil into
Cne's system, ftook all necessary pre-

i cautions.

This included the purchase of a pair
of ifdidas track shoes, a hasty tail=-
oring of a number(how many, he would
not reveal!) of custom-made fundushis
cf varied hues and colours, the lay-

Ping down of yards and yerds of trans=-

parent plastic runners to protect the
Carpeting and a re-arrangement of
furniture in a1l rooms to permit un-
impeded and rapid transit from any
location within the house to you know
where!

That, ny friend, is what I c¢alls fr-

iendship! I now feel like I'm really
SOMEBODY ¢
8350 SORRYY DEPARTMENT

In our last issue under "Hither and
Yon" we, incorrectly, reported having
been visited Ly the CLiff Matthews,
when it should have bLeen f1f and his
lovely lady, Elsie. To you two, we
offer our humble and abject apologlies.
Can't explein why, unless you'll acc-
ept crecping 01d age as a reason.

One good thing, however, should come
cut of this correction. It should
help the real Cliff Matthews convince
his Missus that he really did go
fishing!
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AND YET MORE LETTERS

Dear John: I am sorry I am late.Enclo-
sed is a cheque for 1980.

I would not want to miss $he nmagaz-
ine I like most. I always look forwa-
rd to it.

Winnipeg, Man.
Martha dear, Don't worry about being
late. You're well up to date and over.

I won't let you miss thc magazine we
both like most for anything. John.

s v N S o TR Em

Mrs Martha Adams

Dear Mr. Fonseca:; My sister-in-law,
Mrs Sally Laite, sent me a copy of
yourpullication "The Roll Call® Vol:4
2. I am enclosging a chque to cover

a year's subscription.

Lt the time of Dr. Laite's release,I
and my family were living in Monecton,
Hew Drunswick, He and his wife, Sally,
came by train and he gave the sermon
at our Church's funniversary Ssrvice.
In his sermon he mentioned the diary
but somchow I forgot about it until
his widow sent a copy of your nagazine
recently. Sincerely,

Kitchener,Ont. ReA. MacWNaughton

As advised by the time thc final page
of our Padre's diary is published, I

don't believe either you or I will be
around. I hope you havec heen success-

t

i

ful in contacting Mrs. Laite as I sug- .

gested. Thanks anyway for your intor-
est.

e s e B Em e e T e A G T W T

We were in Winnipeg over the weck-end
and Chester asked me to send in his

subscription, as I had your address.
Keepawa, Man. Len Seaborn

Many thanks, Len, for sprcading the

good word. Hope everything is fine and!
getting Letter out your way.
For those who wonder who 'Chegter'! is,

the name is TeC.Dudd,Cpl. HE6608,W.G.
He stayed behind in Hongkong when we
had our wvacation in Japan.

1

i
%

Dear Mr. Fonseca: Enclosed pleasc
find rnoney order to cover three years
subscription to.your "Roll Call" -
plus a little tit over for postage.
To cur phonc conversation last nig-

' ht I have locked through John Luff's

book 'The Hidden Years' and see both

the older Millington L:oys were Sgbs.

Harry Millington of the HEKVDC killed

at Stanley and Leslie Millington, No.
1 Dattery,HKVDC. now living in Austr-
alia.

Did anyone know Jim Dennis-internce
at Stanley? Xilled &f ter peace decl-
arcd.

Enjoyec our conversation, hope to
talk or write to you again sometime,
and maybe meet you alsc.

North Vancouver,3.C. Larltara Jones

Miss Jones is the daughter of Sub/Lt
Reginald George Jonesg,R.N.Victualling
Sectiocn, R.Naval Dockyard,Honglong.
He was at Shumshuipe but was trans-
ferred to Dowen LRoad Hospital. He is
deceascd. fnyone knowing him,of him
pleasce write to the Editor.

Darbaras Thore was a Millington(can't
rementer his first name) working wikh
e in the HIVDC cockhouse at Shumsh-
uipo. e remainced there when we were
shipped to Sendal 2, Jeapan in fApril

: 1944, May be the one in fAustralia.

Dear John Fonscca: I an enclosing ny

. cheque as a subscription to the Roll
i Call., I have just read Ho.

2 of Vol
1V, and enjcyed i1t very much.

Montreal, P.Q.

Cece: I have known three Curries in
my lifebtime. One from the Watcrworks

Cecil Currie

i in Shanghai, with whow I worked. One

The reduction in 19380 HK Pilgrimage
to Hongkong costs,confining same to
Hongkong Vets or HK Vets' widows onlg
prompts the thought. What'll happen
if you loosc a gang like ours with a
slew of widows for 21 days? Shecshl!

;
|
i
E
|
1
|
;
;
t
I

' with the Canadian “C©

i (and his wife) who came into sone

property on fnderson Lake, near Lill-
ooet, who stopped over for the night
at our place in Shelalth and the last
vas Manager at McGavin's Toastmaster,
in the late 60's, who went out of his
way to give me a break, when I needed
one rcezl bad. Sure'll te happy to
renew valued friendships.

If not, are you related tc either
Edwin L (W.G.) or Richard A.(RCOC)
Currie? I haven't any other Curries
listed as having gone to Hongkong
Forece. John
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B.C. BRANCH NEWS

Attending the American EXPOW's Nation-
al Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada,Ju-
1y 20-24, 1980, were three members and
their wives, the Spellers,Mableys and
Jenkins. John Stroud, V/Pres.National
Council, HK Veterans Association of
Canada, represented the Association in
place of Pres. Lloyd Doull who could
not attend due to illness.,

The mew Nat'l Commander of the AM=-
EXPOW INC., is Stan Sommers of Wiscon-
sin, who takes over from retiring Nat-
ional Commander Herman Molen, our good
friend. Our B.C. members held their
own reunion with our Washington State
comrades, the Pages,Fernandes, Morgans
Galloways, Bousheys and Oskes and had
a most enjoyable time, in spite of the
terrible heat ~ 110 to 115 deg.Fahr.
every day of the three days.

The one of two sour notes experienc-
ed was that they had to check-out at
moon,with a nine-hour wait for their
plane departure. But the Claytons of
Ontario, Flash and Jessica, stepped in
to the breach and let our group use of
their own room until plane time. It

was a lovely gesture from a lovely cou-

_ i by © e
ple and wely deoply approsished Wy Obr | ber 1980, at the Internatmonal Inn.

group. Good show, our friends from
Prechin, Ontario.

The other sour note: We regret the
B.C. Homgkomg boys were not invited to
the Canadian hospitality room 1!

B.C.News: Jack Davies will not be away

and will continue as Treasurer for an=- |

T

; Ron Bennett,John WeMiller,Dominic

other year.

Mrs.Edna Manchester a improving stea-
dily but slowly and goes for a walk
with Bob every day. She wishes to tha-
nk everyone for the flowers, cards,
telegrams and¢ good wishes.

Mrs. Sally Laite is over at Powell
River for the summer and sends her
best wishes to the gang in D.C.

We all regret the passing of one
our 30-year members. To the family
friends of Fred Mack, we offer our
ncerest sympathy and condolencecs

B.C.Branch Mecting: We are hopeful
arranging our next annual meeting,
Victoria this time, arourd the end
October,
Exact details and date will be mailed
to all members by newsletter in Sept.
(continued next column)

of
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g8i-
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The Roll Call: The number of subscri-
ptions from new readers continue to
grow. Donations received from Ron
Routledge(Salmon Arm) and Ted Kurluk
(Sechelt) both in 5.C., Many thanks.
The National: President Lloyd Doull
is improving and we look forward to
hearing more from him later as he
continues to do s0.

T e e
MANITCBA BRANCH NEWS

President's Message: The Manitoba Br-
anch is the pioneer branch. This is

where it all started. Your needs will
increase as the yearsgo on and if you
expect the HK Vets to woerk for you in
Your time of need, GIVE THEM YOUR SU=-

i PPORT. JOIN NOW. Send your dues to

HK Vets Assoc.,Manitoba Branch, Box
381,Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 2H6,now!
National News: Regarding the future
of Deer Lodge Hospital. It appears

i that the Federal Government is goinmg

to transfer this to the Provincial
Government sometime before the end of
the year. Your President has, on ke~
half of all veterams, voiced by lett-
er our Official Objection.

Annual. Reunion=-Dinner Dance 11 Octo-

Price $#25.00 per couple. Includes
flowers,dinner 'n wine,live orchestra

' and prizes, Reservatioms: contact the

International Inn, or Ray Sellers,291
Carpathia Rd,Winnipeg,lan. R3N IT2.
OBIT:Ve sorrowfully advise that we
have lost Frank Smith,Bert Trembeth,

Caruso. OQur sincere sympathy is ext-~
ended to all their families and rela-
tives.
Lost Trails: We've lost track of a
number of our comrades the lastfgw
years. If you recognize sny name bel-
ow and know their whereabouts please
let us know: Barry Adams;irmand Bour=-
bonnier;Henry G.Lawson;Duncan Rankine;
George W.F.Stevenson and Clarence
Stewart.
Hospital Vigiting: Herb Millar is our
new Sick Visiting Chairman., He repor-
ts those still there are:Fred fLdams,
Joe Ateach and Dill Paul. Max Moysey
has now becn discharged.

Harry Atkinson
Secretary/Treasurer
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THOSE LONG VOYAGES HOME

|

Dear John: I have received the Roll Ca=-
11 since its inception and have decid-
ed that it is about time I made a verb-
al contribution to the cause, I am en-
closing some material, photstated from |
a scrap kook which I have kept over thei
years.

Some of the newspaper clippings were
saved for me during the war by my par-
ents, some are photographs which were
sent to me from time to time.

I was in the Signal Corps, Jjoined up
in Vancouver, and went to H.K. on the
Australian vessel theYAwatea" with the
Royal Rifles, Winnipeg Grenadiers and
Brigade Headquarters. I was at North
Point Camp, Shum Shui Po, Camp 3D in
Tsurumi and Sendai in north Japan.

The way I got out of prison camp was
rather interesting. Sendai was a coal
mining camp. During the years &f incare
ceration, I became fluent in Japanese,
and could read the Katakana rather well

Dr John Reid, now deceased, was our
Medical Officer. When we found out that
the war was over, Dr Reid decided that
one of the Indonesians(mostly Dutch)
who had a tumorous growth coming out
of his nose, needed immediate medical
attention. I was picked as one of the
gtretcher bearers because of my fluency
in Japanese.

We walked out of
station which was

the camp to the train
several miles away.
Trains were still running regularly.
The train stopped at the station. We
commandeered a car, shooed all the Jap-
anese out of the railroad car, and off
we went to Tokyo. . '

We got off the train,were immediately
surrounded by American troops and our
sick friend was sent to a hospital. To
this day I don't know his name nor did
I ever hear about him again.

The first thing they did was put us
in a little booth,one by one, Just us
with DDT and .give us a change of cloth-
ing. They then took us aboard the USS
WO ZARKY", about 1200 of us, and we went
to San Fpancisco, via CGuam and Hawall.

An interesting thing happened on the
Ozark on the way home. The boat(an LST)
was originally designed to hold a tot-
al complement, including Marines, of

Years on the short end of eating.

We started off with breakfast, amd
this took about 3 hours from 7 a.m.
to 10 a.m. tc feed us. As each man
finished breakfast, he got back into
the end of the line again. The line
never endedf! 24 hours a day. The co=-
cks Jjust kept cooking until they were
exhaustedt!!

I weighed about 120 1lbs when I was
released. When I arrived in San Fran-
cisco about 3 weeks later, I weighed
170 1bs! You can see from the photo-
graph how fat I was. ;

We took the train from S.F. to Seat-
tle. That was when all hell broke loo-
se. There must have been about 100
Canadians on. the train., Naturally,se-
conds and thirds had been a part of
our eating life since we were realea-
sed. On this traim there were no third
helpings! There weren't even any sec-
ond helpings!! We managed to survive
till we got to Victoria.

When we arrived at North Point(?)
Barracks in Victoria, we were given
Canadian issue uniforms.We were Berved

. fantastic meals with tablecloths on

|

the table amd shiny silver eating ut-
ensilss My God, we wondered what had
happened to the Canadian Army style
in four years?

Cf course, we found out thta this
was especially for us, and that Army
chow hadn't changed much, but it cert-
ainly tasted a hell of a lot better
than barley and vegetable tops!

Before I close, just an anusing in-
cident about Camp 3-D. In the earlyu
sumrier of '44,a small tree was growing
in a corner of the camp. As time went
along, the tree flowered and little
nuts like almonds appeared. For some
reason or other, I was leary about
eating them.But several of my friends
gathered them up and ate them. It was

| only after several hours that they

discovered that it was a castor tree
and they were eating castor nuts.Thpy
had a busy time at the benjo for sev-

!
eral days! JACK ROSE

Thanks, Jacks That's the kind of stuff
we keeping hoping for and always glad
to get. Keep sending. Come on ,gang,
letts have your versiomns too. John

about 600 men. There were 1200 of us
aboard all = hungry as hell after four

‘P.S. After what happened to me,Jack,
idid you have to bring up the word
Wcastor? ED
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HONGKONG VETS AT BELLEVUE,WASH.

To the eighty-odd EXPOWs and their wiv-
es who registered at the Greenwood Inn

in Bellevue,Wash. for the 1980 Washing=

ton State Annual Convention,30/31 May
last, add, from the B.C. Branch Hongk-
ong Veterans Association of Canada,the
Spellers and Jenkins(Vancouver Island)
and the Laidlaws,Tony Neault, Peter Le-

gouarger and John Fonseca from Mainland

DaCo

Most of the Canadian contingent moto-
red down Friday, although the Convent-
ion opened officially Saturday morning.
The Jenkins, Walter and Dora, however,

decided to be original and hydrofoiled |
from Victoria to Seattle. They reported;

the ride ' out of this world! and then

proceeded to lend basis to the claim by

celebrating in no small manner!!

The Opener on Saturday, saw a Memor-
ial Service at Sunset Hills Memorial
Park, a feature of which was the quar-
ter mile driveway lined(on Loth sides)
with the Stars and Stripes(over 200 of
them) which once draped the caskets of
veterans buried there, and loaned for
the occasion by the families of those
interred.

By special request, the Maple Leaf and
B.C. Branch colors,borne by Tony Neault

and John Fonseca respectively, were
flown side by side with the Stars and
Stripes(Harold Page) and the AMEXPOW

banner(Harold Hirchert) during the ser-

vice. Sp=5 DBrian Benson,9th Inf.Div.Bd.
Fort Lewis, sounded the Last Dost and
a firing squad from Bellevue VFW Post
#2995 did the final honours.

Prayers and the address was conducted
by State Chaplain James Kell,assisted
by Cdr.George Fernandes and HK Vet's
Lionel Speller. Wreaths were laid Ly
Cdr Fernandes, Don Morgan and Billie-
Joe Morgan amongst others, and by Bill
Laidlaw for the I'.C. DBranch, HK Veter-
ans fAssociation.

It was great to meet agaln with our
0ld friends the Pages(Duckley),Dradys
(Gig Harbor), Galloways(Seattle),morg-
ans(Tacoma), Hershel BDoushey and the

Fernandes from Bellevue itself. The re-

union resulted in our meeting with a
host of new friends, many of wnom eXp=-

ressed their hopes of attending ocur own
Reunion in Victoria in October. We sin-

cerely hope that they'll make it.
(see nect column)

I

]

exception, made us s0 very welcomg.

There were mectings, get-iogethers

 daily in the hospitality rooms, where

nightly loud and long sing-songs kept
gveryone wlithin a five-mile radius
awake., Sure was a happy and great 'do!

Cdr George Fernandes stepped down as
did the retiring executive and the
new slate comprised: Washington State
AMEXZOW INC: Cdr. Harold Hirchert;
Sen:V/Cdr: plfred(Joe) Galloway; Jnr
V/Cdr: ms Phyllis Meyer; State Treas:
Don Morgamn.

Apart from this, Joe Galloway and Bu-
rdette Langdon(of Oregon) were also
elected Nat'l North-West Region Dir-
ectors ~ a dual post.

The elcctions were relieved by one
lighter note. Joe Galloways election
to the NW Region directorship was at
first declared unamimous but had to
be amended to ome vote against. That
solitary 'NO' vote was cast by none
other than his wife, Charlottell

It was an excellent convention and
our thanks are offered in all sincer=-
ity and deep appreciation to the exe=-
cutive and all AMEXPOWs who, without

ONTARIO BRANCH NEWS

Doletion of most of the coming events
listed in the August 1980 issue of the

| above, is due to the fact that they

will have already taken place by the

: time this Roll Call is published.

OBITS: L/Cpl Marcus Scuthgate.
HOSPITAL : Wally Grey, our Sec-Treas.
was admitted to Sunnybrook Hospital

on May 28,1980 with an ear infection.
He is presently in the Extended Care,
K Wing Room 1335, E-1l.8peecdy recovery
Wally.

DONATIONS: We acknowledge with thanks
and gratitude, donations from the fo-
llowing: E.C.Snith;J.C.E.MacMillan;
Thomas Lucasg; Lill Campbell; Ron Inche
STRONGYLOID WORMS: L common infection
in former Japanese POWs. Main symptons
recurring ,intemsely itchy, skin rash
most common in the trunk and tuttock

- area. Typical appearance is a ralised

wriggly line surrounded by a red area.
If you suspect you have this infection
contact your local doctor or District
Canadian Pension Commission doctor.

Jonn Stroud
President
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LATE,LZTE NEWS TRIEFS @NORTHERN‘ﬁLBERT£:§£SKLTGHEWAN BRANCH

]
We decply regret to re port that advice,llope you have all enjoyec a healthy
has been received of the passing of 'and hanpy summer.Qur apolegies for
comrace Herry Cameron sometime in mid- {the long Iapse tetwecn ncws lctters,
August, in Winnipeg. Our sinéerest 60~ ‘hut will attempt now to Lring you up
ndolences are offered his family and 'to date on all tranch happenings. Ho
his friends. !date has Lbeen set for the next Lranch
(general mceeting, as yet, tut you will
5 5 |be notified in due time.

Calgary in 19817 We have been inform- . . . .

ed that a tentative ngreement has lLeen ORITS: It 1s with much regrﬁt that we
reached Letween Dranch Dresidents to ireport thc passing g8 gounans Keith
aceopt the bid to host the 1981 Diemn- [Goddes- Galiary, Hei lodten oul “Ate=
B il ons Cpmvention from the Sout- [SHE 56 WIS LABAY and friends.
hern AllLerta-Saskatchewan Dranch. The |Qur Man Sam(Kravinchuk) has recently
venue will be Calgary ancd suggested ' rcturned from Torconto, whecre he att-
dates: 9 thru 12 September 1981. The |ended a convention for the Sir Arthur
official acceptance will, however, be |Pearson Assoc. of War Blinded. Sam A
made during the National Ccuncil Mect~ 'has been confined to a wheol chair for
ing scheduled for October 9 thru 1l ‘the past 3 years, and his afflicatlons
this year, at Winnipeg. Details and in-jare numerous. However, he still main-
formation will Lc pullished when they !tains his interest in, and is an avid
are released. : i supporter of all vetorans causes,as
'he ever was., Would that we all had
e Fabonal. Gountl Mastus,sosvponss | Mok EHd OF Mopunbl

u

T T A b S A AT m e = AED

o e A e e S e R e S

from June 27-29,1980 due to illncss i S —,
of National DTresident, Lloyd Doull,is COMING EVENTS
now scheduled for October 9-11,1980 i Mectings and Conventiions

in Winnipeg. This meeting will preccde | : . I

S S s Bk T 'Nationel Council, at Winuipeg -
-and coincide~ with the Manitoha Lran- fO;tﬁ%er T80 i B W pEly F3%
ch's Annual Reunion -October 11 1980, . . '
and the site will be the International ; Manitola Dranch, Intcrnational Inm,

Inn, Winnipeg. L.C. Tranch menbers | Winniper, Manitola, October 1, 1980
intercsted in attending please contact | .
Secretary Harry Atkinsgnt Box 381, !ij.,Nortyer? s kert?-SaSkatchewa§,
Winnipeg, Manitota, R3C 2H6. ?and Ontgrlo ,ranchgs nnusl Mectings
S 2 not available at time of solng to pr-
ozt BSSe

D.V.A. NEWS RELELASES %1251 HK 2ilgrimage: Depart 23 Novem-
Two news reolcases hawe been recelved. | HRL B nd return 14 Deceiler 1980.

The first(24 June 1980) announccd am- ?

endments to the WVA and Civilian War ! Confucius once said:'Great fortune
Milowances regulations ,effective 1st | poes with the man who has good frie-
July 1980, providing exemption of the 'nds.!' (if he didn't,he should havel)
additional $35 per family paid to GIS I add to that with:"ut thrice fort-
recipicents this yoar. It also permits | unate is he who hath friends who can
recipients of ¢lther zllowances,or his | send the following get=well card in
or her spouse,to increasc casual earn-  the knowledge that it is approciated!
ing exerﬁptions tos 32100 (frum 3?1500) :r‘,H.D AN OPERATION? 1 heard he ,
Single and §3100(from §2250) Married. | Oit Vi Whatchamacaliit? EGE{ Egﬁ%t
The second(9 July 1980) 5ill C-40,does | worry.. they took out my Uncle Elmer's
not affect Hongkong Veterans'! widows thingamabolb and his doohickcy, and he
and children who are 2lready assurcd still can you-know-what as good as

of the benefits (pensions) laid out everin

in the Dill. The entire 3-North wing went into

i hysterics upon reading this !




